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Did you know? 

 If you were unable to get to your VA Hospital because of an emergency: please 

contact the VA within 72 hours of your emergency, so you are better aware of 
what services VA may or may not cover. 

Call:  844-724-7842 
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What can your local Veterans Affairs Office do for you? 

Our Mission is ñto fulfill President Lincolnôs promise óTo care for him 
who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphanô by 
serving and honoring the men and women who are Americaôs Veteransò. 

Located at 33 West Third Street in Williamsport, three fully accredited Veterans Service  
Officers are available to help you navigate the Veterans Affairs system. 

 

¶ All help is FREE of charge 

¶ Wednesdays - walk in with your questions 

¶ Call for a one-on-one appointment other days of the week   570-327-2365 

 

 

Our office can help you with: 

¶ Disability Compensation 

¶ Pension/Survivorôs Pension 

¶ VA Healthcare 

¶ Dependency & Indemnity Compensation 

 

 

Additional Benefits we can help with: 

¶ Veterans Headstones, markers and flags 

¶ Burial Benefits and Grave Registry 

¶ Veterans Emergency Assistance 

¶ Hunting and Fishing Licenses for 60% - 100% disabled Veterans 

¶ Real Estate Tax Exemption for 100% total and Permanent VA disabled wartime Veterans 

 

 

Guidance for certain questions: 

¶ Education and GI Bill information 

¶ Discharge and Medal Replacements 

¶ Lost discharge paperwork ( National Archive requests)  
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Pearl Harbor Day 

December 7th 

More information:  

 

National Park Service - nps.gov/perl/learn/education.htm 
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You are getting an exam by the VA for a claim. 
 

Now what? 

 The VA medical center or a VA contract vendor will contact you to conduct 
their exam. 

 We use several contractors to provide claim exams: 

During the claims process, we may contact you through an Email notification system called 

govDelivery. We'll email you to tell you in advance about phone calls and text messages you'll 

get from our contractors about your disability exam. 

 
Loyal Source Government Services,  
caller ID display : "Loyal Source,"  

833-832-7077. 
 

OptumServe Health Services,  
caller ID display : "VA EXAM-Optum," 

866-933-8387 (TTY: 711). 
 

Leidos QTC Health Services,  
caller ID display :  "VA EXAM-QTC,"  

800-682-9701. 
 

Veterans Evaluation Services (VES),  
caller ID display : "VA EXAM-VES,"  

877-637-8387. 
 

If you're outside the continental U.S.,  
customer service number  
+1-713-255-5656. 

 

 If you missed the call or  

need to reschedule (give at least 48 hours notice) :  

 Or call the VA at 800-827-1000 

M-F 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

 

tel:+18338327077
tel:+18669338387
tel:711
tel:+18006829701
tel:+18776378387
tel:+17132555656
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Hometown Heroes  
Ceremony 

 
November 15th, 2025 

10:00 a.m. 
 

St. Marks Lutheran Church  
142 Market Street 
Williamsport 

 
  Banners will soon be hung along Via Bella  

Pictures and maps will be   
available in the VA office 

 after 11/16/25 
M-F 9-4 

 



 

 

                                Lycoming County   

                             Annual Veteran Parade  

 

 

                            Hoodies  

                           and  

                             Crewneck Sweatshirts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Available at : 

 

   Veterans Affairs 

   33 West Third Street, Williamsport 

 

(or ask a member of the Parade Committee) 

 

Hoodies 

S-XL   -   $18.00 

2XL   -  $22.00 

Crewnecks 

S-XL  -  $15.00 

2XL   -   $18.00 

5XL  -   $21.00 



To order an  

autographed copy  

contact  

Joe Grafius, author.  

$20 

Call : 570-777-0957 

 

Mr. Grafius started working on this in 2018 when he found letters his Mom 
saved from his time in service.  He used them to make a chronological 
timeline.  These are his memories.   

The book is also for sale at Ottoôs Bookstore in downtown Williamsport. 

 

$1.00 from each purchase goes to the VetCenter. 



Together  

VFW Riders   

and  

Hometown Heroes  

were able to help a 
local veteranôs   
widow with a  

roofing problem. 
 

Summer 2025 
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Charles Calvin Roan, Sr.  

Marine (1951-1954) 

 
Charles Roan was born June 30, 1931 and passed away 
February 18, 2025.  

 

This information has been shared by his family. 

 

Charles Roan was a proud Korean War Marine Veteran. 
He served 1 year on the front lines of Korea as a Buck 
Sergeant of Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Division (1951-1954).  

 

He was married to Carol Alice Drake. They would have celebrated their 71st anniversary 
this year. Chuck is survived by his wife, Carol and his children, Melinda Steis (Gary), 
Michael T. Roan (Laura), Charles C. Roan, Jr. (Denise), and 10 grandchildren and 5 
great-grandchildren.  

 

He began working for his father in the antique and auctioneering business. He was the 
first Veteran in PA to use the VA Bill for auctioneering school.  

Over his life, he was a dedicated volunteer for local charities in PA and later in FL.  

He was a member of the Korean War Veterans of Lycoming County until relocating to 
Florida (2010) and the Marine Corps League. He was a life member of Masonic Lodge 
106, Marine Corps League, VFW, American Legion and AmVets. He served on the 
board of the Lycoming County Veterans Council. 

 

In his travels he met a fellow Veteran at the AmVets club in Gastonia, NC who             
introduced him to the largest flying  American flag in the world .                              

Chuck was mesmerized by this. 

 

On the facing page is an reprint of an article 
written in the Web Weekly. 

 

Chuck is memorialized on the painted wall 
mural near Bullfrog Brewery in                
Williamsport. 
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Remembering Chuck Roan: A dedicated Patriot and                 
Public-spirited Citizen 

By Lou Hunsinger Jr. 

Webb Weekly 

 
This Independence Day, as thousands gather in 
downtown Williamsport, they will be greeted by a 
skyline dominated by an enormous American flag. 
The driving force behind the effort to display this 
symbol of our freedom during the annual July 4     
festivities was the late Chuck Roan, who passed away 
this past February. 
ñSemper Fidelis,ò meaning ñalways faithful,ò is the 
motto of the United States Marine Corps, which 
Chuck Roan proudly served in for four years, truly 
embodying the phrase ñOnce a Marine, always a    
Marine.ò This motto could easily apply to Chuck 
himself. 
 

Among all his public-spirited activities, Chuck was particularly proud of his role in bringing the 
worldôs largest United States flag to Williamsport for display during the July 4th celebrations. In an 
interview I had with him about 15 years ago, he shared that this was the achievement he cherished 
the most. 
ñI get a lump in my throat and shed tears when I see that large flag displayed under highway lighting, 
allowing everyone to see it wave proudly,ò Chuck remarked. 
Chuckôs many charitable and public service contributions are also noteworthy. Over the years, he  
organized and conducted charity auctions for various groups, including the Trout Run Volunteer Fire 
Company, the Multiple Sclerosis Society, the American Cancer Society, Ducks Unlimited, Trout   
Unlimited, the American Red Cross, and the Boy Scouts of America. His philanthropic efforts ex-
tended to the Williamsport High School Key Club, the Junior League, Four Mile Drive Elementary 
School PTA, the Tressler Lutheran Group, the Salvation Army, the Womenôs Medical Auxiliary, the 
Lycoming Historical Society, the National Rifle Association, Pennsylvania Bowhunterôs Association, 
and the Make-A-Wish Foundation, just to name a few. 
Additionally, he raised funds for numerous organizations such as the Korean War Veterans of        
Lycoming County, the Muscular Dystrophy Association, Little League Baseball, Hurricane Hugo  
Recovery Efforts, the Marine Corps League, the Trout Run Hill Climb Association, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the Lycoming County Veterans Council, the Trout Run United Methodist Church, and 
AMVETS. 
ñI enjoy helping people, and thatôs how I got involved in charity auctions,ò Chuck told Webb Weekly 
in a previous interview. ñI have always derived great satisfaction from helping these groups raise 
funds to support the good work they do.ò 
In his professional life, Chuck was one of the areaôs most well-known and accomplished auctioneers. 
In an episode of the television show ñ*M*A*S*H*,ò the character Major Frank Burns stated, ñWhen 
they run that flag up the flagpole, they run me up with it.ò This sentiment beautifully captures Chuck 
Roanôs pride whenever the large flag, which he helped bring to the area, is displayed on Independ-
ence Day. 

https://www.redcross.org/
https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/
https://www.http/www.lyco.org/Departments/Veterans-Affairs/Local-Veterans-Service-Organizations
https://www.http/www.lyco.org/Departments/Veterans-Affairs/Local-Veterans-Service-Organizations
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The Parade starts at the Montgomery Volunteer Fire 
Company in Montgomery,  

up 2nd Street and travels along Broad Street to the 
American Legion Post 251 

 

 

Come to watch  

Or  

Sign up to participate  

(Deadline - October 31) 
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American Legion Post 1 
10 East Third Street Williamsport 

 

Open for Breakfast 

Wednesday to Saturday 

8:00am to 11:30am 

 

570-322-9198 
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Visit 

www.swifttrans.com/veterans 


